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    BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

 

                                           Walter L Karnes Buckingham, Sr. 

By: Mary Louise Buckingham Carpenter 

Daddy was born in the Beasleys Bend community of Trousdale County, TN on October 

1, 1926 to Arnet and Blanche Belcher Buckingham.   He lived in the Beasleys Bend area 

of Trousdale County most of his life. 

He met his future wife when her family moved to the Bend in around 1940. He always 

said that he knew he was going to marry her the first time he saw her little bony knees 

under the desk.  Her name was Louise Agnes Birchett and she was the love of his life. 

She was born in Davidson County, TN on November 29, 1928 to George Richard and 

Mary Alice Sweeney Birchett.  

Daddy and Momma were married on April 19, 1947 and shared their lives just a few 

weeks short of 61 years when he died of a sudden heart attack on February 8, 2008. She 

only survived him by a little short of 5 months, dying July 3, 2008 . 

My twin brother Walter, Jr. and I were born on April 11, 1948. 

Daddy served his country in the U.S. Army for two terms in the early 1940’s. 

Daddy spent most of his working years as a truck driver, he liked being outdoors, never 

wanted to be cooped up indoors. 

He was a minister for close to 30 years in the Church of Christ and was instrumental in 

starting a congregation in Dixon Springs, TN in the late 1960’s. 

Daddy was a certified genealogist and Trousdale County Historian and enjoyed helping 

people find their relatives, a large part of this was done as a volunteer at the Fred A. 

Vaught Memorial Public Library in Hartsville, TN. He volunteered for over 20 years and 

has helped hundred of researchers find what they were looking for. He was just as excited 

to find information for someone else as he was when he found some of his own.  People 

came from all over the country to Trousdale County because they had heard what a great 

genealogist they had at the Library. 

I think the proudest Daddy ever was of me was when I was hired as Director of the Fred 

A. Vaught Memorial Public Library. He worked closely with me in continuing to develop 

a great genealogy department started by the former librarian, Judy Baker, when he began 

volunteering during her 8 years at the library.   

I was Director for 14 years, leaving a few months after his and Momma’s deaths. 

Daddy served on the County Commission in Trousdale County two terms separated by 

about 16 years, he was serving at the time of his death. He loved his Trousdale County 

and did everything he could in any capacity he could to do what he considered the best 



thing for the county. He was very outspoken and had no trouble making his opinion 

known, he was not always agreed with, but respected by most of the other 

Commissioners as well as the citizens of Trousdale County. 

The County as well as the State of Tennessee issued proclamations after his death. 

Before the frailty of age and problems with vision Daddy was a well-known patron of the 

Tennessee State Library and Archives and always enjoyed his searches and interaction 

with the staff there.   

After he was no longer able to drive in Nashville due to frail health as well as failing 

eyesight, his good friends and genealogy buddies Lorraine and Jim Bronner would take 

him to the archives and they would all have a good time with their individual research.  

They also were kind enough to deliver the collection of his research for donation to the 

archives, Lorraine making the comment to me that she felt like she and Walter were 

making their last trip together.  This donation was very hard for us both but we felt that 

he would have really been pleased to have the products of his years of hard work there 

and available for others to access. He was all about helping others in any way he could 

and I feel that by doing this he is still helping folks even though he is no longer here. 

He was one of a kind and sorely missed by all who loved him.   

If those who use his works catch just a small glimpse of the man whose blood, sweat and 

tears went into them, they will be blessed.  

 

The Walter L Karnes Buckingham, Sr.  Collection 

is donated to the Tennessee State Library And Archives by his children: Mary Louise 

Buckingham Carpenter & Walter L Karnes Buckingham, Jr.; 

Grandchildren: Lisa Diane Buckingham Wheat, Connie Lynn Buckingham Walker & 

George William Carpenter, IV; 

Great Grandchildren: Taylor Page Walker, Sean Alexander Wheat and Austin Cole 

Wheat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SCOPE AND CONTENT 

 

 The Walter L. K. Buckingham Sr. Genealogical Collection, 1781-2007, 

was donated by his family through the agency of Lorraine Bronner of Lebanon, 

Tennessee. The collection consists of 9 cubic feet and is arranged alphabetically by 

subject. There are no restrictions on the use of the collection. 

 

The collection arrangement retains the creator’s original order. The collection 

contains genealogical research on various families from around Tennessee as well as out 

of state, including correspondence between families and Buckingham concerning the 

research; research on topics such as the Battle of Hartsville; newspaper clippings; copies 

of census records, indentures, wills, and other documents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONTAINER LIST 

 

  

 Box 1 
1. Agriculture Schedule, 1880 

2. Alexander, Eason, 1852-1994 

3. Alexander, William L., n.d. 

4. Allen, Robert, n.d. 

5. Allen, Tony & John S. Lauderdale, 1996 

6. Allison, Don R., 1909-1999 

7. Amonett, Paul K., 1826-1990 

8. Anderson, Marilyn Darlene, 1820-1991 

9. Andrews, Reece L., 1910-1997 

10. Antioch Cemetery Plat, 2005 

11. Armentrout, Marlene, 1870-2005 

12. Avery, Bobby, 2001 

13. Barfield, Henry Harvey, 1818-1990 

14. Bass Family, 1860-1996 

 

Box 2 
1. Bass, Kiesha, 1870-1910 

2. Battle of Hartsville, 1833-1996 

3. Bennett Family, n.d. 

4. Bennett Family, 1859 

5. Bennett Family, 1954 

6. Bennett Family, 1980 

7. Biggs, Kenneth, 1990 

8. Bishop, Anne S., 2002-2003 

9. Bitley, Beuerly Roe, 1890-1990 

10. Bixby, Bob, 1937-1991 

11. Blackwell, Mary Kennedy, 1934-1973 

12. Blalock, Linda Lee Research, 1990 

13. Bonner Family, n.d. 

14. Brandon & Carter, n.d. 

15. Branham, Susie, 2004 

16. Brawner, Rebecca, 1900-1919 

17. Brawner, Shrum Willis, 1860-1997 

18. Brewer, 1850-1860 

19. Brown, 1991 

20. Brown, Allen, Bible Records, 1870-1985 

21. Brown, Virginia Mai Jones, Gammon, Linville, Witt, 1940-1997 

22. Brown, William Key, 1910 

23. Bruce, Dr. Edward H., 1850-1926 

24. Buckingham, Walter, 1826-2006 

25. Buffington, Barbara Willis, 1818-1950 

26. Burgess, Shawana Foley, 1995 



Box 2 (cont’d) 

27. Burr, Commodore, 1850-1870 

 

Box 3 
1. Bush, Gideon, Bransford, Lee, Joe Dean, 1850-1998 

2. Bustinza, Marie, 1992 

3. Bybee-York, 1980 

4. Byrn, Stephen B., 1831-1911 

5. Calhoun, James, 1850-1910 

6. Cannon, Nell Nesmith, W.A.J., 1810-1990 

7. Carey, Linda Burrow, 1948 

8. Canaster Family, 1830-1992 

9. Carman, Gene, 1910-2002 

10. Carmen, Robert Guild, n.d. 

11. Carney, June, 1990-1992 

12. Carr Bible Records, 1818-1994 

13. Carter, Chris, 1850-1880 

14. Cassetty, Ina Mae, 1996 

15. Cemeteries, 1986 

16. Cemeteries, n.d. 

17. Cemeteries, n.d. 

18. Cemeteries, n.d. 

19. Cemeteries, n.d. 

20. Cemetery Deeds, 1913-1997 

21. Cemetery Notes, n.d. 

 

Box 4 
1. Cemetery-Nashville City, 1978 

2. Chambers Family, n.d. 

3. Christ’s Letter, n.d. 

4. Church, Athens Baptist, 1850-1900 

5. Church, Cedar Creek Baptist, 1895-1985 

6. Clardy, Frances, 1980-1984 

7. Cleere, Betty, 1972-1979 

8. Cletis, Ray Ellinghouse, 1820-1954 

9. Cole, Shelley, 1870-1997 

10. Collier, Sharon, 1819-1996 

11. Copeland Family, n.d. 

12. Corbin, Thomas & Oscar Gill, 1820-1995 

13. Corley vs. Shara Eason, 1894 

14. Courthouse, Trousdale County. 1895-1984 

15. Cowan, Cathy, n.d. 

16. Crenshaw, David, 1934-1981 

17. Crenshaw Pictures, n.d. 

18. Cumberland River, 1997-1998 

19. Cunningham, Cal, 1920 



Box 4 (cont’d) 

20. Cymerman, Eva J., 1857-1999 

21. Daniel, Eleanor, 1995 

 

Box 5 
1. Davis, Bud, 1900-1997 

2. Day, Paula, 1812-2005 

3. Deering Family, 1900-1922 

4. Detty, Marie Eriwin, 1860-1980 

5. Dickson, Jennifer, 2001 

6. Dickens---Miscellaneous, n.d. 

7. Dies, John, 2001-2006 

8. Dies, Mark, 1908 

9. Dixon Family, 1820-2006 

10. Dixon, Hugh, 1844-1978 

11. Donho, James, 1833-2002 

12. Spicard, Doyle, 1833-1920 

13. Drury Funeral Home, n.d. 

14. Duffy, Pat Franlis, 1857-2004 

15. Dugan, Thomas R., 1910-2004 

16. Duncan, Alexander Allen, 1860-2005 

 

Box 6 
1. Duncan, Tom, 1844-1992 

2. Duty, William, 1815-1990 

3. Durbin, Jeffery L., 1991-1998 

4. Ellis, Barnett, 1993 

5. Evans, Marilyn Foley, 2005 

6. Featherstone, Hardy, 2002 

7. Ferguson, Champ, 1865 

8. Ferguson Family, 1840-1996 

9. Ferries Family, 1837-1997 

10. Fields, Brenda, n.d. 

11. Filson, Donald F., 1850-1941 

12. Finley, H.O., 1850-1997 

13. Fisher, Alan L., 1816-1997 

14. Fisher, Denise G., 1995 

15. Fisher, Harold C., 1858-1999 

16. Fisher, Rhoda, 1860-1936 

17. Forsythe Fields, 1827-1996 

18. Foster, Grace, 1994 

 

 

 

 

 



Box 7 
1. Funeral Home Records, 1937-1992 

2. Gainesboro, History of Jackson County, n.d. 

3. Gann, Nancy, 1870-1939 

4. Garrison, Elva, 2003 

5. Gaw, Jack, n.d. 

6. Gibson, Carol, 1900-1951 

7. Gifford House, 1898-2001 

8. Gifford, Jabez & Mary Iserman, 1850-2002 

9. Gillihan, Andy, 1880-1958 

10. Gilmore Family, 1899-1995 

11. Glover, Nancy, 1980-1991 

12. Goach, Janette, n.d. 

13. Goodall Family, 1821-2002 

14. Grant, Tony R., 1992-1996 

15. Gregory & Bentle, 1923 

16. Gregory Family, 1998 

17. Gregory, Ray Dalton, 1937-1997 

18. Gregory, Tim, 1954-1998 

19. Griffin, James P., 1870 

20. Guffy, Mechelle, 1910 

21. Hager’s Shop, 1860-1996 

22. Hale, Will V., n.d. 

23. Haley, E. P., 1976 

24. Haliburton, John, 1850-1987 

25. Hall Family, 1820-1990 

26. Hall Family, 1983-1990 

27. Hall, Harvey, 1842-1973 

28. Ham, Ben, 1860-1880 

29. Hancock, Meador, n.d. 

30. Harper-Edgar, 1900-1990 

31. Harper, Ellis, 2001 

 

Box 8 
1. Hart Family, 1850-2006 

2. Hart, Ferry, 1858-2005 

3. Hart, Nan Gillet, n.d. 

4. Hart’s Mill, 1797-2004 

5. Hartsville, 1792-1979 

6. Hartsville Cemetery, n.d. 

7. Harris, Sue, 1760-1998 

8. Hawkins-Love, 1870 

9. Hawkins, Wylie, 1889 

10. Heckman, Willma S., 2002 

11. Hensley, Barbara Harris,1820-1998 

12. Hillsdale School, 1977 



             Box 8 (cont’d) 
13. Hire, Theresa, 1920 

14. Hodges, Betty J., 1867-1996 

15. Holland, Anna, 1900-1983 

16. Hollis Deeds, 2001 

17. Holmes, Jane, 1900-2007 

18. Holt, Maxine, 1978-1982 

19. Hudson, Jean, 1906-2003 

20. Humphrey, Wilson, 1820-1989 

21. Hutchinson Family, 1801-1991 

 

Box 9 
1. Hutchinson, Gary & Barbara, 1820-1993 

2. Hysaw, James, n.d. 

3. Erwin, John A., n.d. 

4. Indians, n.d. 

5. Jackson County Cemetery, n.d. 

6. Jackson, Herbert & Helen, 1998 

7. Jackson, Issac G., 1906-1931 

8. James, John, 1823-1951 

9. Jones, Casey, n.d. 

10. Johnson Family, n.d. 

11. Johnson, Mary, n.d. 

12. Johnson, Patricia Craig, 1991 

13. Johnson, Timothy A., 1869-1927 

14. Joslyn, Henry, 1993 

15. Judkins, Sandra, 1840-1998 

16. Kelley, Rose Allen, 1918-1942 

17. Kerley, James & Alice, 1854-1990 

18. King Family, 1816-1998 

19. Kitson, Phyllis, 1998 

 

Box 10 
1. Krause, Elizabeth, 1823-1990 

2. Kreitzberg, Hugo, 1900 

3. Lauderdale Family, n.d. 

4. Lawrence, Betty, 1860-1944 

5. Lecorno Family, 1877-1910 

6. Lee Family, 1911 

7. Lee, Richard, 1916-1928 

8. Lester, Joan C., 1898-1910 

9. Lewis, Bobby Joe, 1870-2003 

10. GeneLiles, Frankie, 1805-1997 

11. Linville, William J., 1990 

12. Lowe-Buford Letter, 1864 

13. Lucas, Darrel L., 1998 



Box 10 (cont’d) 
14.       Lynch, Pat, 1991 

15. Macon County History, 1991 

16. Malone, Robert, 1942-1993 

17. Maps---Various, n.d. 

18. Maps---Various, n.d. 

19. Maps---Various, n.d. 

20. Maps---Various, n.d. 

21. Massey, Haywood, 1846-1992 

22. Massey, Sandra Schledorn, 1850-1999 

 

Box 11 
1. Matlock, Carl F., 2001 

2. Maxey, T. J., 1901-2002 

3. McAfee, Lawrence K., 1995 

4. McClard, Peter, 1995 

5. McCloud Family, 1844-1860 

6. McClure, Florence, 1990 

7. McGraw, Stephen, 1996 

8. McGregor, Gladys, 1990-1989 

9. McManners, Dorothy Corley, 1994 

10. Meadows, Robert, n.d. 

11. Mexican War Letters, 1846-1995 

12. Meyer, Leona, 1994 

13. Mill Goose Creek, 1922-1990 

14. Miscelleanous, 1888-2007 

15. Mitchell, Robert Alexander, 1885-1939 

16. Mofield, James, n.d. 

17. Molnar, Steve, 1996 

18. Montgomery, Wilson, 1915 

19. Morris, Oleta Bradley, 1966 

20. Moss, Robert R., 1833-1978 

21. Motley, Rachel D., n.d. 

22. Mumford, E. Bruce,1846-2002 

23. Narlock, Marjorie, 1995 

24. Neal, Clarise, 1820-1992 

25. Neal, James Q., 1841-1992 

26. Neff, Chester, 1998 

 

Box 12 
1. Negley, Diana, n.d. 

2. Neumayer, Eleanor M., 1819-1992 

3. GenealogNorman, Bill, 1850-1860 

4. Norris, William Gilbert, 1860-1920 

5. Nuclear Plant, 2002 

6. Odum, Liz, 1850-1942 



Box 12 (cont’d) 
7. Oldham, Lucy Hacket, 1850-1926 

8. Organ, James Frances, n.d. 

9. Padgett, Barbara, 1870-2006 

10. Parker, Alfred, 1986 

11. Parker, Barbara, 1825-1999 

12. Parker, Barbara, 2001-2002 

13. Peebles, J. Howell Jr., 1997 

14. Peels, Weeks, 1784-1967 

15. Percy, Richard, 1860-1937 

16. Porter Family, 1994 

17. Powe, William, 1850-1998 

18. Presley, Boone, 1951 

19. Pulley, William Robert, 1979 

20. Puryear Book, 2002 

21. Puryear Manuscript, n.d. 

22. Reed Family, 1825-1991 

23. Reese Family, 1852-2001 

24. Reese, Thornhill, 1820-2004 

 

Box 13 

1. Renfrow, Francis, 1916 

2. Revor, Barbara, 1997 

3. Rice, Roxie, n.d. 

4. Richardson, Christine, 1908-1992 

5. Rickman Family, 1900 

6. Rigali, Kenneth A., 1991 

7. Rippy, Janie, 1992 

8. Robeson, Thera & Howard, 1838-1991 

9. Rogers Family, n.d. 

10. Rollwage, Bill, 1820-1988 

11. Rumpeltin, Estelle, 1845-2001 

12. Satterfield Family, 1835-2006 

13. Satterfield Family, 1852-1996 

14. Satterfield Family, 1996 

15. Saunders, Lois, 1820-1990 

16. Schrum, Joyce Gail, 1850-1994 

 

Box 14 

1. Seay, Edward T., 1850 

2. Schledorn, Sandra, 1862-1998 

3. Scobey Family, 1836-1998 

4. Scott, Betty, 1850-1923 

5. Shipley Family, 1983-1984 

6. Short, Jim & Dorothy, 1992 

7. Shrout, Joanne, 1805-1998 



Box 14 (cont’d) 
8. Simmons, June, 1939-1984 

9. Smith, Margie, 1850-1870 

10. Stafford Family, 1644-1867 

 

Box 15 
1. Stafford Fmaily, 1789-1996 

2. Stafford, Ruby Cook, n.d. 

3. Stiffey, Lucien, 1931-1986 

4. Stine, Jon C., 1995 

5. Stubblefield-Woudard, 1818-1929 

6. Stratton-Fisherman, 1920-1947 

7. Streets, David, 1921-1998 

8. Streiff, Phil, 1826-2001 

9. Stumpf, David A., 1994 

10. Swallows Family, 2000-2002 

11. Sweetman, Mary C., 1813-1990 

12. Talbott, Diana M., 1994 

13. Talley Family, 1918-1995 

14. Talton Family, 1830-1870 

15. Tanner, Bell, 1993 

16. Tennessee Historical Quarterly, 2005 

17. Terry, Frederick, n.d. 

18. Thiessen, Louise, 1994 

19. Thomas, Bill, 1829-1995 

20. Thomas, Edith, 1803-1999 

21. Thompson, Barbara, n.d. 

22. Thompson, Glenn O., 1994 

23. Thompson, T. P. Jr., 1860-2006 

 

Box 16 
1. Tillman Family, 1880-1962 

2. Tombaugh, Lavonne, 1818-1990 

3. Tomlinson Family, 1858 

4. Toone, Thomas D., 1840-1998 

5. Trousdale Historical Society Newsletters, 1990-1996 

6. Trammell, Connie, 1817-1953 

7. Trammell Family, 1880-1992 

8. Tranbarler, Alice, 1850-1997 

9. Trimble, Frances, 1800-2000 

10. Trimble, Frances G., 1781-1999 

11. Tuggle, Dick, n.d. 

12. Turner Family, 1998 

13. U.S.S. Trousdale, 2000 

14. Veelle, Shirley L., 1825-1994 

15. Ventress, Randal, n.d. 



Box 16 (cont’d) 
16. Veteto, Norma, 1833-1999 

17. Vickers, Allen Hart, 1990 

18. Wade, Frances Cothron, 1860-1949 

19. Walker, Joe, 1994 

20. Walker, Nell, 1996 

21. Watkins, Family, 1859-1993 

  

Box 17 
1. Watkins, Fay, 1840-1992 

2. Watson, Anthony, 1850-1995 

3. Watson, Rufus, 1860-1926 

4. Ward, James B., 1850-1966 

5. Webster, Clyde, 1800-1919 

6. Westman, Marlaret, Donoho & Wright, 1824-2002 

7. Wheeler Family, n.d. 

8. Whisenhunt, Jonnie Mae, 1820-1991 

9. White, C.R., 1905 

10. Whyte, Robin, 1930-2002 

11. Wilburn, Glenda, n.d. 

12. Williams, Charlie, 1980-1990 

13. Williams, Leroy, 1874-1990 

14. Williamson, Alice, 1864 

15. Willis, Doris M., 1830-1990 

16. Wilson, Billie J., 1861-1880 

17. Wilson, Frances, 1853-2000 

18. White, Wilvin, 1831-1991 

19. Woods, Debbie, 1880-1996 

20. Woods-Stubblefield, 1997 

21. Woodrow, Wilson, 1880-2001 

22. Wright, Annie Elizabeth, 1840-1993 

23. Wright, Mina, 1996 

24. Wrights Landing, 1926 

25. Yarbrough, Ernestine, 1987-1991 

26. Yarbrough, Tracy, 1935 

       

 

 


